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      Oklahoma City University students, with stu-

dents from other local universities, staged a dem-

onstration and march for peace, human rights and 

social justice on Saturday, April 9th.  The event 

was held on the OCU campus quadrangle, where 

a public address system and tables of aligned jus-

tice groups greeted students and others attending 

the event. 

      Speakers at the rally were all students from 

OCU and Oklahoma City Community College.  

Kenneth Meador, a three-tour Iraq veteran, made 

an impassioned appeal to end the US wars in the 

Middle East and bring the troops home.  Jorge 

Krzyzaniak spoke for labor unions and collective 

bargaining rights.  He said he came from a work-

ing class family, and appreciated hard work for 

fair wages.  He said todayôs attacks on labor un-

ions are incited by wealthy people who do not 

realize the importance of fair wages.   

Judith Huerta spoke for Hispanic and Latino 

rights, now under attack in Oklahoma by anti-

immigration legislation that targets all Latino 

people, who may be required to submit identifi-

cation to police even if they are third generation 

American citizens.  Stephen Glasco spoke for gay 

rights, and for an end to bully-

ing which causes young gay 

people so much stress.  ñEven 

in elementary school, I was 

called faggot, queer, homo, and 

worse, simply because of who I 

am.ò  Glasco said he did not 

choose to be gay, but only be-

came aware of it, just as 

straight youths become aware 

of their heterosexuality.  

    Closing the speakers was 

Anabel Munoz, who expressed 

the studentsô hopes for the fu-

ture.  She said, ñItôs up to all of 

us to keep this spirit alive.ò  

She said everyone should call 

an elected official during the week, to communi-

cate concern about one of the issues mentioned at 

the rally. 

                                            See Rally on page 4  

Okla.City University Students Host Peace Rally & March  

By Nathaniel Batchelder 

Just some of the 100 participants in the Rally & March for Justice 

& Peace, held at Oklahoma City University, Saturday, April 9th. 
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Oklahoma Peace Strategy 
News is produced by The 
Peace House in Oklahoma 
City.  It has been published 
since 1983.  It  is written, 
compiled, typeset, composed, 
labeled, and mailed by volun-
teers. 
Letters to the Editor  and 
articles submitted for publica-
tion are welcome.  They must 
be signed with a phone num-
ber and address for the au-
thor; however, requests for 
anonymous publication will be 
considered.  OPS News re-
serves the right to edit for 
space  and to refuse publica-
tion of statements that are 
libelous or unsubstantiated.   
Send to:   The Peace House 
 2912 N. Robinson 
 Okla. City, OK  
73103 

Or to phwebmail@cox.net 
Phone: 405-524-5577 

 
Peace Education Institute 

Motherõs Day  

Observations  

By Nathaniel Batchelder  

Why are women always more attracted than men to the 

ideals of peace, human rights, economic justice and environ-

mental sustainability?   

A biological clue may be found in the genetic difference 

between women and men.  All human beings have 46 chromo-

somes.  On the pair of chromosomes determining gender, 

women have two ñxò chromosomes, while men have one ñxò 

and one ñyò chromosome.   

Whatever traits are coded on the ñxò chromosome, women 

have a double dose.  Whatever traits are coded on the ñyò chro-

mosome, men have them, and women do not.  The rest of the 

46 human chromosomes are the same in both genders. 

One hundred thousand years ago, when humanity lived in 

tribal communities, threatened by Nature and large beasts, 

menôs warrior characteristics were crucial to family and tribal 

defense, and menôs and womenôs different characteristics were 

complementary to insuring survival of the species.   

New models for manhood are needed, because, today, with 

seven billion human beings on the planet, Nature itself is at 

risk, and war is obsolete.  The "Seven Deadly Sins" appear to 

me to be pretty much ñyò chromosome characteristics gone 

berserk.   

I used to be an apologist for men's defects, but try now, 

instead, to celebrate the peaceful warrior examples of men like 

Nelson Mandela, Mohammad Yunus, Bayard Rustin, Dr. 

M.L.King, Jr., and Jesus of Nazareth, interesting fellows who 

demonstrated different possibilities for "men gone wild."  

Clearly, working out ways for humanity to live coopera-

tively and in harmony on earth will require a new kind of man-

hood to be celebrated, among men and women é a manhood 

dedicated to protecting ALL people and ALL Nature, not just 

oneôs immediate family or nation. 

Does not humanity's future hinge upon women's better val-

ues gaining increased leverage in regulating human affairs, and 

men's less attractive instincts ð particularly fighting or choos-

ing war as a solution ð taking a secondary role on how we 

regulate global, national, state, local, and personal affairs.   

So, may all women find courage, voices, and boldness in 

human affairs.  And may all men become conscious of how 

menôs warrior potentials can be channeled into peaceful ex-

pression.  Male warriors for peace are badly in need of further 

development and expanded numbers.  Are not male true warri-

ors those committed to the protection of home, hearth, loved 

ones, civilization, and Nature?  Are they not men who see that 

violence and war are never "the way?" 

Letôs make Mothersô Day once again a day of peace. 

  

 

Julia Ward Howe's  

Mother's Day Proclamation  

1870 
Arise then...women of this day! 

Arise, all women who have hearts! 

Whether your baptism be of water or of tears! 

Say firmly:  "We will not have questions answered by 

irrelevant agencies, 

Our husbands will not come to us, reeking with car-

nage, 

For caresses and applause. 

Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn 

All that we have been able to teach them of charity, 

mercy and patience. 

We, the women of one country, 

Will be too tender of those of another country 

To allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs." 

From the bosom of a devastated Earth a voice goes up 

with our own.  

It says: "Disarm! Disarm! 

The sword of murder is not the balance of justice." 

Blood does not wipe out dishonor, 

Nor violence indicate possession. 

As men have often forsaken the plough and the anvil 

At the summons of war, 

Let women now leave all that may be left of home 

For a great and earnest day of counsel. 

Let them meet first, as women, to bewail and com-

memorate the dead. 

Let them solemnly take counsel with each other as to 

the means 

Whereby the great human family can live in peace... 

Each bearing after his own time the sacred impress,  

not of Caesar, but of God - 

In the name of womanhood and humanity,  

I earnestly ask 

That a general congress of women without limit of  

nationality, 

May be appointed and held at someplace deemed  

most convenient, 

At the earliest period consistent with its objects, 

To promote the alliance of the different nationalities, 

The amicable settlement of international questions, 

And the great and general interests of peace!  
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Please Help The Peace House      
 

     Oklahoma Cityôs Peace House depends upon your contributions ð all 

sizes  ð to survive.  Please use the ñcouponò at right to return a donation 

supporting peace activism in Oklahoma City.  Send us your suggestions, 

and the names and addresses of friends youôd like to receive our newspapers 

and mailings, which we send free to everyone. 
 

      The Peace House collaborates with many groups and individuals to bring 

about public events, peace walks, demonstrations, speakers, editorials, edu-

cational events, peace camps é and a host of activities relating to human 

rights, economic justice and environmental sustainability.  If you know us, 

you know itôs true. 
 

     The Peace House website ð www.peacehouseok.org ð is updated fre-

quently and regularly to share announcements, alerts, photos, and essays 

about peace as well as events and links to other  organizations with whom 

we are aligned.  

Thanks to all who help! Thanks to all who will help us now! 

Tear and remove 

Support The Peace House, OKC 
 

Your contributions to Peace House support our 

publications, programs, rallies, marches,  and on-

going efforts for human rights, economic justice, 

environmental sustainability, nonviolence, and 

peace. As we are a political nonprofit, donations to 

Peace House are not tax-deductible. 
 

Send to:  

PEACE HOUSE 

2912 N. Robinson  

Oklahoma City, OK 73103  

Ed Shadidôs landslide victory (62%) in the Oklahoma City Council 

(Ward 2) run-off election, April 5th, resulted from 

his embracing diversity.  His opponent Charlie 

Swintonôs campaign resorted to the tactics of 

ñfear, smear and ridiculeò that backfired and lost 

him the election. 

     Ed Shadid lives his principles of honoring the 

dignity and value of every person and population. 

He reflected those principles throughout the cam-

paign.  Thus, he attracted not only the votes of 

every minority, outcast, and disenfranchised 

group that has found itself marginalized and vili-

fied because of who they are.  He also attracted the votes of principled pro-

gressives, who support such courage and integrity. 

Charlie Swintonôs campaign ð or the heavily-funded PAC that sup-

ported him ð tried to cast Ed Shadid as ñtoo liberal for Oklahomaò é a 

candidate who might have a chance in California, but not in conservative 

Oklahoma.  

Swintonôs campaign post cards and door-hangers ridiculed Ed Shadid, 

saying:   Heôs a vegetarian.  Heôs endorsed by radical environmental 

groups like Sierra Club.  Heôs a friend of Ralph Nader.  He supports a 

green agenda that would develop solar and wind energy, when Oklahomaôs 

economy depends on oil, gas, and coal-powered electricity.   

A year ago, in the summer of 2010, during Gay Pride Week, Ed Shadid 

brought his family to the Ice Cream Social following the Pride Parade.  No 

trumpets or fanfare, they just showed up.  And, during this yearôs cam-

paign, when OGLPC - the Oklahoma Gay/Lesbian Political Caucus - 

mailed out their candidate surveys to those running for the Ward 2 City 

Council seat, Ed Shadid filled his out and mailed it back in, answering: 

ñYes, I would work for the inclusion of language in municipal legislation 

protecting all people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.ò  

Charlie Swinton signed the Certified Letter form proving he had received 

the survey é but never mailed in a response. 

So, at Ed Shadidôs Watch Party, with Victor Gorin by his side, Ed said 

that Victor had informed him that the OGLPC survey results were mailed 

to 1,200 addresses in Ward 2.  Guess who got their votes. 

Early in the campaign, Ed Shadid and his campaign manager Dwight 

attended a Womenôs Poetry Event sponsored by the Oklahoma Coalition 

for Reproductive Justice.  Some 60 women and ten men listened to power-

ful poetry expressing the pain of women struggling with reproductive is-

sues in a state controlled by chauvinist men.  Ed and Dwight demonstrated 

with their presence that they are consider womenôs voices important in 

politics.  

Ed Shadid also visited the Muslim Mosque located in Ward 2, to listen 

to citizens who experience daily insults and vilification because of their 

faith tradition.  Ed learned that some 500 Oklahoma City Muslims call the 

Mosque their religious home, and he was told that he was the first candi-

date, ever, to visit the Mosque to listen to Muslim concerns and hopes for 

Oklahoma City.   

Charlie Swintonôs advisors apparently believed that victory would re-

sult from ridiculing outcast minorities and attacking candidates who are 

responsive to the concerns of minority and disenfranchised groups.  Fol-

lowing that campaign strategy, Charlie Swinton and was spanked with just 

38% of the vote.   

Ed Shadidõs Victory For Diversity: 

A Road Map for Future Candidates  

By Nathaniel Batchelder 

See Shadid , continued p. 4 
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Support The Peace Education Institute 
 

The Peace Education Institute is committed to edu-

cational and practical opportunities for people to 

explore nonviolent living options.  We need your 

support.   

Send your contributions to: 

The Peace Education Institute 

11404 N. Midwest Blvd. 

Jones, OK  73049 

 

Contributions to ñPEIò ARE tax-deductible. 

      Ralph Shortey, the senator proposing HB1446, the new anti-

immigration law here in Oklahoma, came to our law school to talk 

about his proposed laws and his reasoning behind them.  He talked 

about his experience being raised in south Oklahoma City, how he lived 

in a prominent neighborhood, but now, there is much gang activity, the 

city is deteriorating and Crossroads Mall is practically gone. 

Sitting right in front of him as he talked negatively about ñillegal 

immigrantsò and comparing us to marijuana (he said that harboring an 

illegal immigrant is the same as transporting marijuana) made me dis-

like him even more.  Since when has a human and a substance been the 

same thing? My rage was rising on the inside but I did absolutely noth-

ing.  I was mad at myself for not defending my people, my race, my 

family. 

The rage still rising, I wanted to get on my feet and walk up to him 

and say, ñMaybe if you were smarter youôd realize that attempting to 

scare us off is not the answer, and youôd benefit more by letting us get 

educated, then later on letting us help your city.ò 

Yes, some of us may have used false social security numbers to get 

jobs!  But, Yes, state, local, Social Security and healthcare taxes are de-

ducted from our paychecks so, therefore, yes, we pay taxes!  Yes, some 

of us even have IT numbers that are used like socials to report taxes 

during tax season.  Will we ever see that money when we grow old?  

NO! 

If you happen to ñscareò us away, will you see our absence right 

away? YES!  Will you be happy that weôre gone? YES!  Will you feel 

like the top dog for proposing such a law? YES!  But then I ask you 

this:  You want us to leave?  Fine!  But weôll take our businesses with 

us.  I just ask that you say your good-byes to your mowed lawns, your 

cheap wages, your new Devon tower, your unfinished highways, and 

your kidsô happiness when they rip open the plastic bags that contain 

their happy meal toy. 

And later on, will you feel our absence? YES!  Will the baby boom-

ers who will be retiring be angry?  YES!  WHY?  Because there are so 

many of them, you wonôt have enough 

money to pay them all. Without our per-

centage on the table, youôll be screwed! 

So, say goodbye to (sing) OOOOkla-

homa where the wind comes sweeping 

down the plain, and the waving wheat 

(stop singing) will no longer smell sweet.  

Weôll see whoôll be willing to rebuild 

your Crossroads Mall. 

 Yep, thatôs what I would say to him 

Judith Huerta is a Student at OCU, Clara 

Luper Scholar, and Hispanic Student As-

sociation President 

Ed Shadid demonstrated the opposite tack, proving that compassionate 

outreach and inclusion of the dignity and humanity of all groups and citi-

zens is not just the right thing to do, but is also the winning strategy.  

Perhaps Oklahoma Cityôs Ward 2 Council election will prove to be a 

model for all candidates running for election in 2012.  Americaôs 

grounding motto is ñE Pluribus Unumò ï ñOut of Many, One.ò  Princi-

pled citizens embrace that motto, and grieve todayôs nasty politics of 

division and separation, and insults to people and groups outside the 

mainstream of Americaôs dominant culture.  

Ed Shadid demonstrated that goodness can finish first.  His election 

should become a beacon of hope and a demonstration of politics that 

unify Americans and celebrate reasonable concern for everyoneôs dig-

nity, and sensible environmental policies.  May his example inspire 

politics in America from sea to shining sea. 

Shadid  continued from page 3 

Judith Huerta spoke on Immigration Issues  

at the OCU Rally     By Judith Huerta  

Rally  continued from page 1 

Attendees then followed leaders on a public march, carrying signs made 

before the rally.  Marchers proceeded east along NW 23rd Street, then 

north along Classen Blvd, then west on NW 27th Street, back to the 

campus rally site.  March leaders Nathan Dunn and Judith Huerta both 

said that drivers seeing the march honked their enthusiastic support for 

the march theme of peace and human rights.        

     Back at the rally site, walkers milled around the tables, speaking with 

each other about the issues, and about the significance of their public 

event and public march.  Courtney Cagle shared reflections in a closing 

statement to the crowd.  She said this was a significant event for her, as 

she had not always known the political view of the speakers, even 

though she had known them a long time.  She said, ñLetôs do this again 

before the memory fades;  for sure weôll do it again next year.ò 
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Contact Elected Officials:  
 

The White House  

Washington, DC 20500 

202-456-1111 (comments) 
202-456-1414 (switchboard) 
FAX: 202-456-2461 

 

 

Congressional Switchboard  

(202) 224-3121 

(202) 225-3121 

 

Mail:   US Senate  

US Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 
 

Mail:   (Name of Rep.)  

US House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Senator Tom Coburn (OK)  

DC Tel: (202) 224-5754 

DC Fax:  (202) 224-6008 

OKC Ofc: (405) 231-4941 

Tulsa Ofc: (918) 581-7651 

 

Senator Jim Inhofe (OK)  

DC Tel:  (202) 224-4721 

DC Fax:  (202) 228-0380 

OKC Ofc: (405) 608-4381 

Tulsa Ofc:  (918) 748-5111 
 

 

U.S. Representatives (OK)  

 Dist 1: John Sullivan (Tul)  

 DC Tel:  (202) 225-2211 

 DC Fax: (202) 225-9187 

 Tulsa ofc: (918) 749-0014 

  Dist 2: Dan Boren (Musk)  

  DC Tel: (202) 225-2701 

  DC Fax:  (202)  225-3038 

  Muskogee:  (918) 687-2533 

  Dist 3:   Frank Lucas (W. OKC)  

   DC Tel: (202) 225-5565 

   DC Fax: (202) 225-8698 

   OKC Ofc:  (405) 373-1958 

  Dist 4:   Tom Cole (Nrm & S.)  

   DC Tel:  (202) 225-6165 

   DC Fax:  (202) 225-3512 

   Norman Ofc: (405) 329-6500 

  Dist 5:  James Lankford (OKC)  

  DC Tel:  (202) 225-2132 

   DC Fax:  (202) 226-1463 

   OKC Ofc: (405) 234-9900 

 
Contact one or more of them 

 today! 
 

When I was growing up, I was bullied heavily. I was 

called faggot, gay, homo, queer, any name you can 

imagine. Things like that sting and never truly go away. 

What got me through my difficult period, and my 

thoughts of suicide, was knowing that one day I would 

be in a place where people truly loved and accepted 

me.  
 

Others, bullied and harassed, took their own lives: 

Eric Mohat ï 17 ï Ohio 

Tyler Clementi ï 18 ï New Jersey 

Justin Aaberg ï 15 ï Minnesota 

Asher Brown ï 13 ï Texas 

Seth Walsh ï 13 ï California 

Billy Lucas ï 15 ï Indiana 

Zach Harrington ï 19 ï Norman, Oklahoma 

Caleb Nolt  - 14 - of Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Harrison Chase Brown - 15 - of Rand, Colorado 

Cody J. Barker - 17 - of Shiocton, Wisconsin 

Raymond Chase - 19 
 

ñDonôt you see? All the things you love about me 

are tied to that one element that makes you queasy. 

Every human being is a tapestry. You pull one thread, 

one undesirable color and the art unravels. You end up 

staring at the walls.ò  This quote is from Twilight of 

the Golds by Jonathan Tolins.  

 

I love this quote, because it represents that if we try 

to change people because we donôt care for one aspect 

of who they are then weôre lost. The people that bullied 

Raymond Chase, Cody Barker, Eric Mohat, Tyler 

Clementi, Justin Aaberg, Asher Brown, Seth Walsh, 

Billy Lucas, Zach Harrington, and countless others did 

so because of their fear of homosexuality, and the intol-

erance that they learned from their communities, peers, 

and families.   

These people let hate into their hearts, and used that 

hate as a reason to hurt others. What they didnôt under-

stand about those beautiful souls is that their sexuality 

was only one part of what truly made them amazing 

human beings. Their sexuality did not define what they 

could and did accomplish in their lives and how they 

chose to live.  Neither did they choose their sexuality to 

define them. I am positive that these boys wanted to 

live life to the fullest and find peace and happiness, but 

the suffering and intolerance they faced was unbear-

able, and something that countless other GLBT youth 

are still facing. 
 

There is no way we will ever rid the earth of intoler-

ance and bigotry, but as a community and a family we 

must decide here and now that we will not tolerate such 

behavior and treatment. Bullying affects everyone 

negatively, and has the power to destroy precious life 

senselessly. Together, let us stand as a testament to oth-

ers that we will no longer tolerate or condone a behav-

ior that is so destructive to our brothers and sisters. Let 

us be the change that we wish to see in the world. 

 

Let us lead by example and be a light for other strug-

gling LGBT youth. If I could go back and talk to my 

younger self, the Stephen that was struggling just to get 

through one day at a time, the Stephen that had no self-

confidence because no one around him believed in him 

either, and the Stephen that wanted to die, I would tell 

him that without a doubt it gets better.  

 

Without a doubt people change. Without a doubt you 

can start a new life away from the fear and hate that 

surrounds you. The LGBT youth struggling to find ac-

ceptance and love must know that they are strong, they 

are brave, and that they are not alone. 

Some of the Speakers at the Rally at Oklahoma City University 

Stephen Glasco of OCU spoke for LGBT rights and dignity: 

Ken Meadorôs comments 

on warôs costs are on 

Page 12 

Anabel Munoz, OCU, 

shared hopes for more 

activism like this. 

Jorge Krzyzaniak, OCCC, 

witnessed for labor rights 

and collective bargaining. 

Nathan Dunn, OCU,  

ably served as M.C. 

and March leader. 


